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PRICE TWOPENCE. 


............... 


i. Strokes, Easy Letters, Short Words. 
—Traced Lines under Copy. Round Hand. 

134. Long Letters, Short Words, Figures, 
—To suit Revised Code, 1875. Half Text. 

2. Long Letters, Short Words, Figures. 
—Guide Lines to regulate the length of 
Tailed Letters. Small Round Hand. 

214. Words of Four, Five, or Six Letters, 
for practice in forming different difficult 
combinations. Small Round Hand. 

3. Capitals, Short Words, Figures.— 
Analysis of Capitals. Showing how the 

stiff Printed Capitals become transformed 

into Running Hand. Medium Hand. 

3%. Sentences of Short Words, spaced 
by Vertical Lines. First Book in which 
Sentences appear. Small Round Hand. 

4, Sentences, composed of Short Words. 
The Perpendicular Lines are omitted 


in this and suceeeding numbers. 
Medium Hand. 


Vere Foster's Writing Charts, 1s. 6d. 


ae 


Paaa 


414. Select Quotations from Shakspeare. 
—Suitable for preparing young Pupils to 
write from Dictation. Medium Hand. 

b, 6. Sentences.—Maxims, Morals,and Pre- 
cepts, in progressively Small Writing; each 
Line a complete Sentence. Small Hand. 

5%. Sentences, in Writing of Three Sizes, 
in continuation of Nos. 34, 44, and 5. 

Small Round, Medium, and Small Minds. 

6%. Sentences, in Writing of Two Sizes, 
in continuation of Nos. 6and 7. Small Hand, 

7. Sentences and Christian Names.— 
A Collection of over 200 Christian Names, 
affording scope for a great variety of elegant 
Capitals. Small Hand. 

8. Sentences.—One Line on each Page.— 
Prepared for those who prefer to have only 
one line on each page. Small Hand. 

9. Sentences.—One Line on each Page. 

Ç Smaller Writing than in any of the pre- 

'  eeding Books Small Hand. 


10. Plain and Ornamental Lettering.— 
Single Letters, Words, and Sentences. AL 
phabets in Thirty-three different Styles. 

Il. Exercise Book.—Wide Ruling, with 
Margin, for Parsing, Dictation, Composi- 
tion, or other Exercises. (Oblong shape.) 

1174. Home Exercise Book.—Same Ruling 
as No. 11 but Octavo Size. Price 1d. 

12, Exercise Book.—Narrow Ruling in 
Squares, for Arithmetic, Geometry, and 
proportionate enlargements or reductions. 

1234. Home Exercise Book.— Same Ruling 
as No. 12 but Octavo Size. Price 1d. 

13. Exercise Book.—For Book-keeping. 

14. Exercise Book.—For Essays, Dicta- 
tion, Ee, (Upright shape.) 

15. Exercise Book for Beginners.— 
Ruled for Medium Hand. 


X. Copy-Book Protector 
and Blotter. Id. 


Vere Foster’s Hat Ink Wells, 1s. per Doz. 
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PENMANSHIP. 


THE acquirement of a clear, rapid, and elegant 
style of penmanship is a most important branch 
of education. 

Writing should be taught with as much system 
as any other branch of instruction. The main 
points to be attended to are, that learners should 
have g00d models set before them; that they should 
have abundant Practice with a will to learn; but, 
above all, it is necessary that teachers should exer- 

a watchful and zealous supervision during the 

, pointing out and correcting mistakes, and 

riting a letter or a word here and there; all will be 
of but little avail without this supervision, 

The black board should be used freely by the 
teacher, to describe the forms of the letters. 

The most useful style of penmanship is that 
which can be both easily read and written rapidly. 
The round style, in which the letter o, for instance, 
is a perfect circle, and all the other letters are in 
proportion to it, can be most easily read; the pointed, 
or what was known as /adies’ angular style, can be 
most rapidly written. The latter style has this great 
adv ze, that it can be most easily acquired 
because there is but little variation in the shapes 
of the letters—, d, Å, £, l, and £; SLP 9 and 
z id å, €, €, Z, mt, 71, 0, 7, 5, U, zm. and x, being 
very similar; but it is this very similarity which 
renders it so difficult to read this style unless it 
is very carefully written, whereas the round hand, 
even when carelessly written, is still legible. Angu- 
lar hand has gone out of fashion, and it is now 
admitted that boys and girls should be taught to 
learn the same legible style. 'The style of these 
books is a compromise between round and angular. 

One style is preserved throughout the entire 
series, because, if the styles differed in the diff t 
books, the pupil would be puzzled which form of 
letter to adopt as the right one. 


In accordance with the suggestions of a great 
number of successful teachers, large hand is excluded 
from this series, because it is believed to be the 
most difficult of acquirement, and to be unnecessary 
for the purpose of teaching current hand, which is 
the sole object here proposed. Considering how 
brief is the period during which most children can 
remain at school, it is sheer waste of time to set 
them to copy large hand. 


INSTRUCTIONS, 


PROPORTIONS OF THE LETTERS. 
FOR CURRENT HAND. 

HEIGHT. — The £ or the o is the unit of measure, 
and all the short letters are of equal height with 
these, except 7 and s, which are a little higher. 

In current hand, t, d, and $ are two and a-half 
times the height of / or o; 2 is also three times the 
depth of z below the base line of writing. 

The loops and capitals are four times the height 
of 2 oro in small hand, and proportionately shorter 
in medium and large hand. 

Z is crossed at nearly twice the height of ¿ from 
the base line. 

The dot of z should be placed at double the 
height of the letter from the line. 

The loops are crossed at one and one-third the 
height of ¿ above the line, and at one-third of the 
depth of Z de/ow the line, except the lower loop of f, 
which is crossed oz the line. 

The loops of the letter f should be of equal length 
above and below the short letters. 

'The two down strokes of z, and the three down 
strokes of 72, should be of equal height, even in the 
most rapid writing. 

WIDTH.—The proportion of width to height varies 
very much in different sets of copy-books. In some 
the width of z or o is only one-third of their height; 
in most it is one-half, and in a few it is two-thirds. 
In this series it is one-half, legibility and rapidity of 
execution being thus equal :cured. 


Taking, then, z or o as the unit of measure, the 
different letters of the alphabet will oceupy spaces 
in width as follows:— 

ME OSE 
ces—a, b, d, g, Rs Ry Pi q, t, Uy 9, X, E 


se Spaces—, W, 


One space—e, e, f, å, 


> ince between the last down stroke of one 
letter and the first down stroke of the next letter 
should be rather greater than that between two 
adjoining down strokes of the same letter, and the 
distance between the end of one werd and the com- 
mencement of the next should be equal to the 
breadth of the letter z. 
o should be joined to the following letter from the 
top; s from the bottom, 


Special attention should be paid to the forms of 
the letters a, d, g, q, the formation hitherto custom- 
ary being, in the author's opinion, the principal 
cause of indistinct writing. For instance, most 
writers in their ordinary correspondence leave a gap 
between the top of the oval and the last down stroke 
of the letter; æ is then liable to be mistaken for a, 
d forc/, g org forcj. The formation here recom- 
mended, while capable of being executed with equal 
rapidity, will ensure greater accuracy in completing 
these letters than the method ordinarily in use. 
The commencing hair stroke is carried far to the 
right, but without turning downwards; the pen 
then returns nearly the length of the hair stroke, 
and is carried up again to the point from which 
the return stroke commenced—a, d, g, or g, is then 
completed. 

Hair strokes should be prefixed to the first letters 
of every word, to ensure precision in commencing 
them. 

The dots of ¿ and 7, the cross of % and the marks 
of punctuation, should be distinctly formed, as they 
are quite as essential as any other feature in pen- 
manship. 

All the letters of a word should be joined together, 
as, if a word is disjointed, it may be mistaken for 
two or more words; the pen, therefore, should not 
be lifted to dot z's, or to cross 2's, till the rest of the 
word has been written from beginning to end. 

'The letter x is the only letter in the formation of 
which it is allowable to lift the pen before finishing 
the word in which it occurs, 


GENERAL RULES FOR WRITING. 


The seat should support the weight of the body; 
the floor, or fax ard if there be any, should 
support the feet; and the table the weight of the 
arms only. 

The height of the seat should be such that the 

elbow of the writer be on a level with the table or 
edge of the desk. 
The pupils should, if possible, have the light 
above them, in front, or on their left side, so that 
no shadow may be cast on the paper to the left of 
the point of the pen. 
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Position of the body, —Sit close to the desk, with 
the right side next to it, at an angle of forty-five 
degrees; lean, but do not bend, the body slightly 
forward, and do not let the chest rest against, or 
even touch, the desk, If teachers desire to seat the 
pupils with the left side to the desk, let the same 
angle of the body be observed. The difficulty of 
this position is a proneness of the learner to move 
the hand down to the edge of the desk, resting upon 
the wrist, and thus destroying the free movement of 
the arm. For beginners the right side is preferable, 
if the desk be suitable; having learned the move- 
ments in this position, they can write very readily in 
the other. 

Position of the feet.—Place the feet firmly on the 
fioor three inches apart, the right foot three inches 
in advance of the left. 

Positions of the right arm and hand.—Place the 
right arm upon the desk, the elbow resting on the 
edge, the wrist raised nearly an inch above the 
paper, and the right hand resting on the tip of the 
little finger. The arm and hand should rest very 
lightly on the desk, in order to secure freedom of 
motion and rapidity of execution, Pressure on the 
wrist is often the only preventive to freedom of 
writing. 

Position of the left hand.—Steady the paper with 
the fingers of the left hand, which may rest on the 
paper above the line on which the pupil is writing, 
or opposite to it, but never below it, unless to avoid 

M a shade upon the paper, or unless with a 
piece of paper between the hand and the paper to 
be Wen on, as the oily matter of the perspiration 
on the paper or the pen will prevent the ink from 
flowing freely. 
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Position of the fen. —The best position of the pen 
is that which will not interfere with the natural po- 
sition of the fingers. It may be explained to the 
pupil by letting the right hand fall down by the side 
of the body, with no effort to contract or expand 
the muscles. Raise the hand in this position, and 
very finger will be in the proper place to receive 
he pen. Hold the pen even with, or partly over 
the nail of the second finger, the end of the second 
finger being about three-quarters of an inch from 
the point of the pen. The forefinger should be on 
the top of the penholder, and the thumb op posite 
the first joint of the forefinger. The pen should be 
held at an angle that will bring r it even with the fore- 
finger, and pointing upwards c a little to the right of 
the shoulder. The tingersshould not be toe straight, 
but in the natural position they would take in hang- 
ing by theside. Hold the pen with a gezZ/e pressure 
between the thumb and the first and second fingers, 
at right angles to the line of writing. Zhe action 
ofthe pe n should proceed from the thumb and fingers, 
and not from the arm or forearm. Both points of 
the pen should press equally upon the paper. 


Position of the copy-book.—Whatever your posi- 
tion in writing, whether sitting square before the 
desk, or with your right or left side advanced to- 
wards it, let the front “edge of the paper be always 
at right angles to the pen; move the tight arm along 
while writing, so that the hand and elbow may be 
kept parallel with the sides of the paper. 


s are given for the purpose 
If such freedom can 
det those means be 


The above direction 4 
pf securing freedom in writing. 
be better secured by other means, 
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COMPETITION IN WRITING 


Mr. VERE FOSTER has awarded prizes for Writingand Drawin 
5 5 
for many years, and a large amount of money has been paid by him 
in this manner, with most satisfactory results. 
successful competitors have been entirely self-taught, from follow- 


Many of the most 


ing the instructions on the books, and the results 
advancement from year to year. 
and scheme for this season’s prizes, can be had post free on appli- 

ation to Mr. VERE FOSTER, Belfast, o 


'The letters may be slanted at an angle of fifty 
degrees, reckoning from the base line, or at any 
angle between forty-five and fifty-five degrees, at 
the pleasure of the writer, but should not be made 
at a much greater slant than forty-five, as any 
greater slant increases the difficulty of: reading them. 
These copy-lines are slanted at an angle of fifty 
degrees. 

Pens.—Quill pens are best suited for the elemen- 
tary books. The best steel pens for learners are 
those which approach in elasticity, combined with 
firmness, as nearly as possible, to a good quill, with 
points not too fine; but there are no steel pens 
equal to good quills, 


Keep the pen clean, and it will last the longer. 
Never touch the point of the pen with the fingers, 
nor wipe it on your hair or clothes, but on a piece 
of blotting paper, or on a penwiper made of some 
kind of cloth. It should be wiped often, and espe- 
cially when laid aside. 

Ink.—The ink should be so thin as to flow freely 
from the pen, and at the same time so black that 
the forms of the letters shall be distinct. 


The pupil's name, and the day of the week and 
month, should be written on the last line of each 
page, for the sake of practice in writing capitals and 
figures. 


Each book should be mastered in succession by 
the pupil before proceeding to the next, 
are carefully graduated from easy to more difficult 
lessons. ‘This is essential to progress. 


VERE FOSTER 


AND DRAWING. 
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BLACKIE & SON, PUBLISHERS: 


COPY-BOOK MANUF 
LONDON: 49 AND so OLD BAILEY, E.C. 


¿DINBURGH: 102 SOUTH BRIDGE 


ACTORY, 89 TALBOT STREET, DUBLIN. 


GLASGOW: 17 STANHOPE STREET. 


BLACKIE & SON’S EDUCATIONAL SERIES. 


1dopted by the London and other principal School Boards. 
THE COMPREHENSIVE READERS. 
Compiled by a number of practical Teachers who have 
conducted Schools of different grades with marked 
success. Illustrated in a highly instructive and artis- 
tic manner. 
Primer 
Primer 
Primer 
Reader 
Reader 
Reader 
Reader 


1.—32 pp., paper, ....11d.; cloth, ....21d. 
IL—48 pp, n .....2d.,; p n A 
Complete.—80 pp., ... y 

I.— 96 pp., cloth boards, ............6d, 

II.—128 pp., 

III.—192 pp., 

IV.—288 pp., 

Reader V.—320 pp., 

Reader VI.—384 pp., 

Reading Sheets to suit Primer I., 2s. 6d. the set; 
mounted, two on board, 10s, 6d. the set. 


HISTORICAL READERS. 
FOR CODE 1882. 

By GEORGE GIRLING, Head Master of Aldenham Street 
Board School, London. 
cuts, àiaps, and Diagrams. 

No. I. for Standard III.— Stories from English 
History, in simple language; from Earliest 
Times to end of Plantagenet Period. 160 pp., 
cloth boards, 18. 

No. II. for Standard IV.—English History, 
from the Tudor Period to Latest Times. 192 
PP., cloth boards, 1s. 3d. 


No: Ill. for Standard V.—Outlines of the | 


History of England, Part L, from Early Times 
to the end of the Tudor Period. 244 pp., cloth 
boards, 18. 6d. 

No. IV. for Standard VI.—Outlines of the 
History of England, Part II., from the acces- 
sion of James I. to the Present Time. 222 pp., 
cloth boards, 1s. 6d. 


III. and IV. complete in one volume, 454 
1 8, cloth, red edges, 2s. 6d, 


Fully illustrated by Wood- | 


THE GRADED READERS. 


Edited by MAURICE PATERSON, B.A., &c., Rector of 
Moray House Training College, Edinburgh.  Illus- 
trated in a highly instructive and artistic manner. 

Primer I.—32 pp, paper, ...14d.; cloth, 

Primer IL.—48 pp., 

Primer Complete.—80 pp............. 

Reader I.— 96 pp., cloth boards, 

Reader II.—128 pp., 

Reader IIL —192 pp., 

Reader IV,—288 pp., 

Reader  V.— 320 pp., 

Reader VI.—384 pp. SEENEN nn 28. 6d. 

Graded Reading Sheets, First Series. —lllustrated, 
38. 6d. per set, or mounted on boards, 143, 


Graded Reading Sheets, Second Series.—The 
largest yet produced. Profusely Illustrated. 24 
Sheets, size 35 by 273 inches, 68. the set; or, 
mounted on boards, 218. 


GEOGRAPHICAL READERS. 


FOR CODE 1882. 


By W. G. BAKER, Lecturer at Cheltenham Training Col- 
lege. Fully illustrated by Woodcuts, Maps, ayi 
Diagrams. 


Standard I.—Introductory. 
ours. 48 pp., cloth limp, 4d. 

Standard II.— Definitions. The Size of the 
World, &c. 80 pp., cloth boards, 7d. 

Standard III.—England and Wales; Physical 
and Political. 128 pp., cloth boards, 10d. 

Standard IV.—Scotland and Ireland, British 

160 pp., cloth, 1s. 

Standard V.—Europe. Latitude and Longi- 
tude, &c. 232 pp., cloth, 1s. 6d. 

Standard VI.—A 


cloth boards 


With map in col- 


Possessions. 


sia, Africa, America. 292 pp., 


| 


| Standard VII.—/n preparation. 


READING. 


For THE UPPER STANDARD? 
The Shakespeare Reader. Exi. -FROM 
SHAKESPEARE. With Introductions and Notes, 
Grammatical, Historical, &c. 160 pp., cloth, ls. 


Shakespeare. —TheTragedy of xing Richard 
II. Complete with Notes; - ^cially prepared 
for the Education Code 188 pp., cloth, 8d. 


Poetical Reader, SELECTION: om STANDARD 
AUTHORS, For Elementary Se,.ools, 224 pp., 
cloth, 1s. 6d. 


The British Biographieal Reader. 
SKETCHES OF PROMINENT MEN BY THE BEST 
AUTHORS. Macaulay, Alison, Brougham, Em- 
erson, Scott, etc. With Introductory Notes 
and numerous Portraits. 288 pp., cloth, 2s. 


Milton.—Paradise Lost.—Boox I. With Life 
of Milton and Prefatory and Explanatory Notes, 
by E. F. WILLOUGHBY, M.D. Cloth, 10d. 


Chaucer.—The Prologue to the Canter- 
bury Tales. The text collated with the old- 
est MSS.; a Life of the Author, Critical and 
Explanatory Notes, and Index to Difficult Words. 
By E. F. WILLOUGHBY, M.D. Cloth, ls. 6d. 


The Newspaper Reader. SELECTIONS FROM 
LEADING JOURNALS ON PROMINENT EVENTS OF 
THE Day. By H. F. Busszy and T. W. REID, 
288 pp., cloth, 2s. 


Myths and Legends of Aneient Greece 
and Rome; A HAND-BOOK. OF GREEK AND 
Roman MytHoLoGY. By E. M. Bzrzns. Tilu 
trated. 330 pp., cloth, 3s. 

London, Past and Present, being Notices 
Historical and Descriptive of Ancient and 
Modern London. A Reading book for Elemen- 
tary Schools. Illustrated. Foolscap 8vo, 288 
pp», doth, 28. 


LONDON: BLACKIE & SON, 49 OLD BAILEY; AND GLASGOW, EDINBURGH, AND DUBLIN. 
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